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JANUARY IS SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH 

AND THE PLAINFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ADOPTED A RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE MEMBERS 

 
Plainfield, N.J. January 5, 2023 — The Plainfield Board of Education adopted a resolution to 
recognize the contributions of the members of the Board of Education. The resolution was adopted 
at the Reorganization Meeting on Tuesday, January 3, 2023, to coincide with School Board 
Recognition Month in New Jersey.   
 
The resolution read in part, “The New Jersey School Boards Association has declared January 2023 
to be School Board Recognition Month, a time when all residents can acknowledge the contributions 
made by our local school board members; and The Plainfield Board of Education is one of 581 local 
school boards in New Jersey, which sets policies and oversees operations for public school districts; 
and The Plainfield Board of Education embraces the goal of high-quality education for all New Jersey 
public school students; and New Jersey’s local school boards help determine the educational goals 
for approximately 1.4 million children in pre-kindergarten through 12th grade; and New Jersey’s 
5,000 local school board members, who receive no remuneration for their services, act as advocates 
for public school students as they work with administrators, teachers and parents for the betterment 
of public education; and School boards strive to provide the resources necessary to meet the needs of 
all students, including those with special needs; and Boards of education provide accountability to 
the public; they communicate the needs of the school district to the public; and they convey to school 
administrators the public’s expectations for the schools…” 
 
The selection of school board members varies from county to county, in Plainfield members are 
elected to three-year terms by voters during the general elections in November. The terms are 
staggered and three members are up for election every year.  
 
“School board members provide countless hours of service to provide the resources necessary to meet 
the educational and social needs of all students,” said Mrs. Hanae M. Wyatt, President of the 
Plainfield Board of Education. “They are the voice of the community that elected them and as such 
their decisions have to be based on the interests of the community and the students as well. We urge 
all our Plainfield citizens to work with our Board of Education for the success of our children.” 
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Mr. Rashon K. Hasan, Superintendent of Plainfield Public Schools, said, “School Board Recognition 
Month is an important way to thank school board members for their dedication and service on behalf 
of the students and the community. We thank them for their work.” 
 
At Tuesday’s meeting the Board was reorganized and members elected unanimously,  Mrs. Hanae 
M. Wyatt as president and Mrs. Sarah B. Virgo, as vice president. During the meeting, three members 
took the oath of office. The Acting Board Secretary, Mr. Cameron E. Cox, administered the oath of 
office to Mr. Azim A. Gray, Mrs. W. Pat Hembree, and Ms. Shonté Smith. Their terms expire in 
2025. 
 
The Plainfield Board of Education is now comprised of the following members: Mr. Eric J. Andrews, 
Ms. Josely M. Castro, Mr. Azim A. Gray, Mrs. Willie P. Hembree, Ms. ShonTé Smith, Mrs. Sarah 
B. Virgo (Vice President),  Mr. Victor L. Webb, Jr., Ms. Jacqueline Workman and Mrs. Hanae M. 
Wyatt (President).  
 
The next board meeting is scheduled for January 24, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at Plainfield High School, 
950 Park Avenue.  
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